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T
he Parrot S

peech D
iscrim

ination T
ester for A

B
 W

ord lists 
uses a subset of the original 1

5
 w

ordlists developed by 
A

rthur B
oothroyd in 1

9
6
8
. W

e have selected 8
 lists 

(2
,5

,6
,8

,1
1
,1

3
,1

4
 &

 1
5
) as being m

ost appropriate for 
younger children.

 Each w
ord list consists of ten w

ords and each w
ord has 

three phonem
es constructed as consonant - vow

el - 
consonant. T

hus, there are thirty test phonem
es in each 

list.

W
hen perform

ing the test, the child is asked to repeat the 
w

ord they hear exactly as they heard it.  It is im
portant to 

stress that they should repeat the w
ord even if it m

akes no 
sense, and if they only heard part of the w

ord then they 
should repeat that part. If they are not sure w

hat they 
heard, then they should guess.

S
coring the test

Each w
ord in the test should be thought of as a vow

el 
nucleus w

ith a consonant at each end. Each of the three 
parts is scored separately. O

nly w
hen a part is entirely 

correct does it obtain a score of 1
. A

ny error results in a 
score of 0

. T
ypical errors include om

ission, distortion or 
addition of phonem

es. 

S
om

e typical exam
ples of scoring are show

n below
.

S
tim

ulus M
A

N
 

R
esponse PA

N
 

 
S
core 2

S
core is 2

 because the first phonem
e is incorrect.

S
tim

ulus V
EIL 

R
esponse S

A
IL 

 
S
core 2

S
core is 2

 because the first phonem
e is incorrect, spelling 

errors do not count.

S
tim

ulus S
H

O
O

T
 

R
esponse S

H
O

O
T
S
  

S
core 2

S
core is 2

 because additions count as an error.

S
tim

ulus S
H

O
P 

R
esponse PO

S
H

 
 

S
core 1

S
core is 1

 because even though the correct sounds w
ere 

identified, they are in the w
rong position.

W
hen the test is com

plete you should insert the num
ber of 

correctly identified phonem
es in the T

otal Phonem
es box 

and calculate the Phonem
es score as a percentage

(T
otal Phonem

es / 3
0
) X

 1
0
0

Y
ou can also score the num

ber of correct w
ords (w

here 
the phonem

e score =
 3

) and express the w
ord score as a 

percentage.

C
ritical differences

C
are should be taken w

hen trying to com
pare test results 

for a child under differing test conditions, e.g. different 
hearing aid settings or different test presentation level.  A

 
m

inim
al difference in scores betw

een A
B
 w

ord lists needs 
to be sufficient for a level of confidence to be established.

S
o, for exam

ple, if a child scores 9
0
%

 on a list, scores for 
a com

parative list need to be below
 7

0
%

 or above 9
7
%

 
for the difference to be significant at the 9

5
%

 level of 
confidence. T

his is outlined in S
peech A

udiom
etry (2

nd 
Edition), W

hurr 1
9
9
7
, M

. M
artin (Ed). (R

. G
reen p.1

6
6
/

1
7
3
/1

7
4
).

S
elect the required presentation level using the dB

 dial and 
select the required list by using the up and dow

n arrow
 

keys.

U
se the keys 1

-1
0
 to present the chosen w

ord in the list.

T
he Parrot has been factory calibrated in free field 

conditions such that the dB
 dial setting is equivalent to a 

dB
(A

) reading w
ith the speaker positioned 7

5
cm

 from
 the 

subject.  T
his is the length betw

een the tw
o m

arks on the 
w

hite connecting cable.  If a calibration check is required, 
the follow

ing procedure should be used:
• Position a sound level m

eter in place of the test subject 
at roughly the sam

e height as the child's head.
• S

et the dB
 dial to 7

0
dB

 and press the ‘N
oise' key to 

produce a calibration noise.
• M

ove the speaker to a distance w
hich produces a 

reading of 7
0
dB

(A
) on the m

eter.

T
he Parrot is pow

ered by a 6
 volt battery contained w

ithin 
the speaker housing.   Y

ou should expect to get m
ore than 

3
0
 hours of continuous use before the battery needs re-

charging.  W
ith norm

al use, it should give years of trouble 
free service.

A
 low

 battery voltage is indicated by the O
n/Low

 battery 
indicator changing from

 green to red.  T
his w

ill initially be 

observed w
henever a key is pressed.  Y

ou m
ay continue to 

use the Parrot for a further one to tw
o hours.  A

fter this 
tim

e, the low
 battery indicator w

ill stay red all the tim
e.  It 

is no longer possible to guarantee the sound quality or 
calibration accuracy of the speech produced in this 
condition.  Y

ou should stop using the Parrot and re-charge 
the battery.

S
hould the O

n/Low
 B

attery indicator fail to light then the 
battery is com

pletely exhausted and should be re-charged 
as soon as possible.  Leaving your battery discharged for 
long periods m

ay significantly shorten its life.  T
he charger 

senses the battery condition and re-charges the battery in 
the shortest possible tim

e.  It w
ill norm

ally recover 
batteries from

 a com
pletely discharged condition w

ithout 
any intervention.

U
nder no circum

stances should you attem
pt to re-charge 

the battery w
ith any device other than the charger 

supplied 
w

ith 
the 

Parrot. 
 

Failure 
to 

observe 
this 

instruction m
ay result in serious dam

age.

T
o get best use from

 the charger and m
axim

ise the life of 
your battery, the follow

ing instructions m
ust be observed:

• D
isconnect the 5

 pin plug from
 the rear of the Parrot 

speaker housing (if connected).
• C

onnect the battery charger to the rear of the Parrot 
speaker housing.
• Plug the charger into a suitable m

ains socket, and sw
itch 

on the m
ains pow

er.  T
he red light on the charger housing 

w
ill light up.  A

fter a few
 hours, the red light should go out 

and the green light com
e on, to indicate that the battery is 

fully charged.  If the charger is left in this condition, no 
dam

age w
ill result.  It is not possible to ‘overcharge' the 

battery w
ith the charger supplied.

• S
w

itch off the m
ains and disconnect the charger from

 
the speaker housing.

Y
our Parrot is now

 ready for use.
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