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U
sing the boxed set of M

cC
orm

ick toys, bring out each toy 
in turn and encourage the child to nam

e it.  A
ny toy that the 

child cannot identify, should not be included (the second 
toy in the pair should also be rem

oved).  Y
ou should include 

as m
any toys as possible, w

ith a m
inim

um
 of tw

o pairs 
being required for a valid test to be perform

ed.

H
aving prepared a suitable display of toys, you should 

indicate that the child should point to the relevant toy w
hen 

he hears its nam
e.  For som

e children a training stage w
ith 

the dB
 dial set to 7

0
 or 80

 dB
 m

ay be necessary in order to 
satisfy the tester that the test has been understood by the 
subject.  W

hen satisfied, return the dB
 dial to 4

0
 dB

 for the 
test to com

m
ence.

A
 child w

ith norm
al hearing should be able to identify the 

toys present at a dB
 dial setting of 4

0
dB

.  T
he criteria for 

passing the test is an 80
%

 correct score (four correct 
responses out of five requests).  If this is not the case, then 
you should repeat the test at increasing levels until an 8

0
%

 
correct score is achieved.  T

he final dB
 level required should 

be quoted in your report; e.g. a level of 6
0
 dB

(A
) w

as 
required before the child achieved an 8

0
%

 score.

C
urrent recom

m
endations suggest that any child w

ho is 
unable to identify all the toys at a hearing level of 4

0 dB
 

should be referred to a specialised audiology centre further 
testing.

W
hen testing som

e children, it m
ay be necessary to space 

the toys further apart and use eye pointing responses.  
O

ccasional shuffling of the toys w
ill often help regain the 

interest of a child w
ith a short attention span.  W

hen only a 
few

 item
s are used, m

ore repetition w
ill be required in order 

to ensure consistent aural discrim
ination.

Y
ou should pay particular attention to children w

ho look to 
you for visual clues, or those w

ho have a habit of pointing 
one ear to the speaker during the test.

The Parrot now
 includes both m

ale and fem
ale voices and a 

choice of tw
o carrier phrases. T

hese can be selected at any 
tim

e during the test and the Parrot w
ill rem

em
ber how

 it 
w

as last used even w
hen sw

itched off.

To toggle betw
een m

ale and fem
ale 

voice, press and hold the shift key and at 
the sam

e tim
e press key. 

To 
toggle 

the 
Parrot 

carrier 
phrase 

betw
een ‘show

 m
e’ and ‘w

here’s’, press 
and hold the shift key and press tree. 

The 
Parrot 

has 
been 

factory 
calibrated 

in 
free 

field 
conditions such that the dB

 dial setting is equivalent to a 
dB(A

) reading w
ith the speaker positioned 7

5
cm

 from
 the 

subject.  T
his is the length betw

een the tw
o m

arks on the 
w

hite connecting cable.  If a calibration check is required, 
the follow

ing procedure should be used:
• Position a sound level m

eter in place of the test subject at 
roughly the sam

e height as the child's head.
• S

et the dB
 dial to 7

0
dB

 and press the ‘N
oise' key to 

produce a calibration noise.
• M

ove the speaker to a distance w
hich produces a reading 

of 7
0
dB

(A
) on the m

eter.

The Parrot is pow
ered by a 6

 volt battery contained w
ithin 

the speaker housing.   Y
ou should expect to get m

ore than 
30

 hours of continuous use before the battery needs re-
charging.  W

ith norm
al use, it should give years of trouble 

free service.

A
 low

 battery voltage is indicated by the O
n/Low

 battery 
indicator changing from

 green to red.  T
his w

ill initially be 
observed w

henever a key is pressed.  Y
ou m

ay continue to 
use the Parrot for a further one to tw

o hours.  A
fter this 

tim
e, the low

 battery indicator w
ill stay red all the tim

e.  It is 
no longer possible to guarantee the sound quality or 
calibration 

accuracy 
of 

the 
speech 

produced 
in 

this 
condition.  Y

ou should stop using the Parrot and re-charge 
the battery.

S
hould the O

n/Low
 B

attery indicator fail to light then the 
battery is com

pletely exhausted and should be re-charged 
as soon as possible.  Leaving your battery discharged for 
long periods m

ay significantly shorten its life.  T
he charger 

senses the battery condition and re-charges the battery in 
the shortest possible tim

e.  It w
ill norm

ally recover batteries 
from

 
a 

com
pletely 

discharged 
condition 

w
ithout 

any 
intervention.

U
nder no circum

stances should you attem
pt to re-charge 

the battery w
ith any device other than the charger supplied 

w
ith the Parrot.  Failure to observe this instruction m

ay 
result in serious dam

age.

To get best use from
 the charger and m

axim
ise the life of 

your battery, the follow
ing instructions m

ust be observed:
• D

isconnect the 5
 pin plug from

 the rear of the Parrot 
speaker housing (if connected).
• C

onnect the battery charger to the rear of the Parrot 
speaker housing.
• Plug the charger into a suitable m

ains socket, and sw
itch 

on the m
ains pow

er.  T
he red light on the charger housing 

w
ill light up. A

fter a few
 hours, the red light should go out 

and the green light com
e on, to indicate that the battery if 

fully charged.  If the charger is left in this condition, no 
dam

age w
ill result.  It is not possible to ‘overcharge' the 

battery w
ith the charger supplied.

• S
w

itch off the m
ains and disconnect the charger from

 the 
speaker housing.

Y
our Parrot is now

 ready for use.
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